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(57)Abstract 



PURPOSE: To make possible a stable AF operation without generating 
hunting even when the peak of a definition signal is gentle by changing 
an inverted threshold according to the inversion state in the driving 
direction of a focus lens. 

CONSTITUTION: A signal Fa according to definition is extracted in a 
BPF 1 1 from video signals, the signal is inputted in a system control 
circuit 1 2 and an AF operation is performed. At this time, when the 
signal Fa and a peak value Fa-p are compared and the difference value 
dFa-p becomes a prescribed value TH 1 or more in the down hill 
method AF operation of the signal Fa. a lens 5 is inverted by a 
stepping motor 18 and is moved by the positional information from a 
focus encoder 21 at the location of the Fa-p, and the location is 
defined as a focusing. When the peak of the signal Fa is gentle and the 
difference value of the signal Fa of the apex and the foot of the 
mountain is TH 1 or below, the value is changed to TH±TH 2 and the 
apex of the mountain is determined. Thus, even for an object where a 
definition signal is gentle, a stable AF operaction can be performed 
without generating hunting. 
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